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commanded by Prince Rupert,1 who was brilliant
and energetic, but headstrong and rash. The
Lieutenant-General of the Parliamentary army was
the Earl of Essex, who was plodding, but very slow
and nervous.

In the first two campaigns the king was generally
successful, and had it not been for two strategical
blunders on his part he might have ended the war by
the occupation of London. Immediately upon the
outbreak of hostilities he advanced south-eastwards,
fought an indecisive action with Essex at Eolgehill,
which was for all practical purposes a royalist victor}',
and reached Turnham Green (1642). Here he found
a hastily raised army entrenched, with the object of
covering the capital; and, with characteristic inability
to seize an opportunity, he withdrew without fighting.
The only tangible result of the first campaign was
the occupation of the south-west Midlands, including
Oxford, henceforward the royal headquarters. During
the following year, however, the king's forces were
almost everywhere triumphant Sir Ralph Hop ton
annihilated the Parliamentary army in the West; the
Marquis of Newcastle crushed Fairfax, and conquered
most of the North ; and the solitary failure was
against the army of the " Association." This last
was a force raised by the united eastern counties,
with the dual object of protecting their own districts
and of carrying on war beyond their borders. It was
commanded by the Earl of Manchester, but the
moving spirit in it was that of Oliver Cromwell.

1 Prince Rupert was the king's nephew,  being a son of the Princess
Klizabeth and of Ficcleric, Elector Palatine.